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The Architects And Architecture Of Knowledge: The Formation And
Circulation Of Social Identities In Higher Education Research
Abstract
In this dissertation, I explore the construction and reproduction of social identities
(race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender identity) in educational policy and
research. Framed through a Foucauldian genealogy of knowledge-making practices, I
focus on the discourses of social identities embedded in the (re)production of data in
educational research. Drawing from sociohistorical methods and bibliometrics, I
examine three distinct, yet interrelated, domains. First, I explore the construction of
datasets used in postsecondary research, including a federal dataset (the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System) and a private nationally-representative survey of
students (The Freshman Survey). Secondly, I consider the uses of data emerging from
these databases by examining 21,069 peer-reviewed articles published in eleven
journals of educational research. Lastly, I examine the discursive practices of of social
identities in the context of a specific postsecondary institution (East University, a
pseudonym), where I connect administrators’ perspectives on demographic data
collection practices with emerging federal standards. Findings suggest that there is a need for increased critical
data literacy to understand the points of convergence
between the conceptual framing of race/ethnicity and sexual orientation/gender
identity. I suggest a need for more coalitional politics in the production of educational
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2 For a comprehensive overview of the VOS mapping technic and parameters for 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































If	 you	 decide	 to	 participate	 in	 this	 research,	 you	 will	 participate	 in	 an	 oral	













































Participant	Printed	Name	 	 	 	 	 Date	
	
Participant	Signature	 	 	 	
	













	 	 	 	 Andrés	Castro	Samayoa,	M.Phil	
	 	 	 	 Phone:	267-634-0266	
	 	 	 	 Email:	andresca@gse.upenn.edu	
	
Overview	of	Interviews.	Participants	will	be	interviewed	in	open-ended	interviews.	
Individual	interviews	will	last	for	30	to	60	minutes.		There	will	be	a	minimum	of	one	
interview	during	your	participation	in	this	project,	with	an	optional	follow-up	interview.	
The	researcher	will	ask	open-ended	questions	exploring,	documenting,	and	giving	
expression	to	your	academic	preparation,	interest,	and	understanding	of	large-scale	
quantitative	datasets	commonly	used	in	higher	education.	Specifically,	we	will	focus	on	
your	use	of	data	from	the	National	Center	for	Education	Statistics	and/or	The	Freshman	
Survey.		
Interviews	will	take	place	be	audio	recorded	using	an	electronic	recorder	and	take	place	
in-person	(where	possible)	or	over	the	phone.	These	interviews	will	then	be	transcribed	
for	future	analysis	by	either	the	P.I.	or	outsourced	for	transcription	with	a	partner	that	
follows	the	same	protocols	as	the	P.I.	
	
Protocol	and	Sample	Questions	
[Greetings].		I	am	most	appreciative	of	your	taking	the	time	to	speak	with	me	about	your	research	
interests.	As	mentioned	during	our	initial	conversation,	the	focus	of	this	conversation	is	in	gathering	
information	on	your	interest	in	producing	quantitative	research	on	postsecondary	education	through	
large-scale	quantitative	datasets.		
Our	discussion	should	take	approximately	60	minutes.	Before	we	start,	I	just	want	to	reassure	you	that	
your	responses	to	my	questions	will	be	confidential,	and	in	our	reporting	of	findings,	respondents	will	not	
be	identified	by	name,	position,	or	school	in	the	dissertation	or	published	articles	derived	from	this	work.	
Please	read	through	the	Research	Information	and	Consent	Form	that	I	have	provided.	I	would	like	to	
audio	record	our	discussion	in	order	to	accurately	capture	everything	you	tell	us.		Do	I	have	your	
permission	to	record	this	discussion?			
Your	agreement	indicates	that	you	consent	to	participating	in	the	interview	and	being	recorded.		If	you	
decide	at	any	time	that	you	do	not	want	to	answer	any	particular	question,	or	would	like	to	withdraw	
from	the	research	study,	you	may	do	this	without	penalty.	If	you	have	questions	about	the	study	after	this	
interview,	you	may	contact	the	principal	investigators,	Marybeth	Gasman	at	215-573-3990,	or	Andrés	
Castro	Samayoa	at	215-313-0111,	or	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	Institutional	Review	Board	at	215-573-
2540.		
Oral	History	Prompts	
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First	I	would	like	to	begin	by	explaining	the	purpose	of	the	three	sheets	that	I	have	mailed	to	you,	labeled	
1-3.	The	first	one	is	a	blank	sheet	for	you	to	write	down	anything	that	may	come	to	mind	throughout	the	
duration	of	our	conversation.	You	may	use	this	to	return	to	any	event	or	anecdote	that	we	may	have	not	
covered	during	the	course	of	our	conversation.		
The	second	one	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	build	a	timeline	to	reconstruct	some	of	the	salient	aspects	
that	you	may	want	to	cover	during	our	conversation.	As	you	will	hear,	the	prompts	that	I	have	prepared	
are	rather	expansive	and	some	interviewees	find	it	helpful	to	spend	a	couple	of	minutes	sketching	out	a	
sense	of	their	timeline	for	the	period	that	we’re	discussing.	Specifically,	I’m	particularly	interested	in	
hearing	about	your	time	XXXXX	
The	last	one	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	build	a	chart	connecting	key	players	during	the	time	that	you	
were	at	XXXX.	This	may	be	an	organizational	chart	of	just	a	series	of	names	connected	with	one	another.	
Some	participants	find	it	helpful	to	sketch	out	these	relationships	and	then	talk	about	how	these	
individuals	were	related	to	one	another.		
I	would	like	to	begin	by	getting	to	know	a	bit	more	about	your	own	professional	trajectory.	Can	you	share	
more	about	what	prompted	you	to	pursue	a	career	in	educational	research?	
Probes:	talk	about	focus	on	education	or	transitions	in	work.		
From	all	of	the	different	areas	of	research,	what	drew	you	to	framing	your	research	questions	through	
quantitative	approaches?	
Biographical	Sketch	
Name,	educational	background,	and	how	you	arrived	at	education	as	one	of	the	career	paths	that	you	
followed.		
When	did	you	first	become	involved	with	IPEDS/TFS?		
Prompts:		
(a)	what	were	the	goals	of	creating	these	instruments?	
(b)	what	were	some	of	the	memorable	setbacks;		
(c)	who	were	your	closest	colleagues	
I’m	curious	to	learn	more	about	your	involvement	with	the	[insert	organization	where	they	were	
involved]	
How	do	you	think	these	data	have	changed	the	way	in	which	we	conduct	educational	research?	
Prompts:		
(a)	what	were	some	of	the	limitations;		
(b)	what	are	future	iterations	of	these	types	of	databases?	
This	section	asks	you	to	be	a	bit	more	speculative	in	terms	of	its	future:	what	are	some	of	the	major	issues	
that	need	to	be	addressed	in	the	current	iteration	of	IPEDS?	
Who	else	might	you	recommend	to	be	a	part	of	this	oral	history?		
May	I	share	that	you	suggested	them?		
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